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July 24, 2016 
( 

17th Sunday of Year C. 
 

 

St. John Lutheran Church, Minnesota 
 

 

Gospel: Luke. 11:1-13 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Augustine's Message: 
 

 
 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Hopefully many of you will 
 

remember me from my last visit in 2014. I am Fr. Augustine Mbiche. I 
  

come from Matamba Catholic Parish, Niombe Diocese in Tanzania, East 
 

Africa. I am so happy to be with you today in this wonderful parish. 
( 

 
 
 

In today's Gospel we are invited to reflect upon Our Lord's prayer. In 

ancient times the religious groups were not only characterized by the truths 

they believed in and the laws they observed, but also by the kind of prayers 

they used. John the Baptist also had taught his disciples some prayers. One 

day the Apostles approached Jesus and asked Him to compose one for them. 

The prayer which Jesus taught his disciples was the Lord's Prayer, which is 

said every Sunday in the Liturgical Services. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer reflects the contents of one's faith and the countenance of the 
 

God he believes in. It is not enough to pray; one has to know also how to 
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pray. This is why Jesus taught his disciples a prayer that was to be a model 
( 

of prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 

All prayers of Christians must express the wish of seeing the 

accomplishment of the plan  of  God. By requesting Him to  destroy the 

kingdom of evil, of hatred, of injustice, of revenge, of betrayal, we remind 

ourselves  of  the  commitment we  undertook  in Baptism, to  put  all  our 

energies in the service of God so that the Kingdom of justice,  love and 

peace will be manifested. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer changes our heart and makes it ready to accept His work of 

salvation. Prayer speeds up the sanctification of the soul because it 

transforms the human heart. 

 
 
 
 

God does not foster or aid laziness. The needs, problems and 

difficulties that we had before praying will be there also after our prayers. 

The miracle worked by prayer is another. It reminds us that we must seek 

the "bread" not for ourselves only, but for all and it fosters in us a new 

attitude and a renewed will to bring this about. 



 

When praying the Lord's Prayer, we constantly examine ourselves. If 
( 

one thinks only of one's own bread, if one accumulates wealth for oneself 
 

and only satisfies one's desires, if one forgets about the poor then their 

prayers will never be sincere and authentic. One who does not work and 

lives at the expense of others, cannot ask God for "our Daily Bread". 

 
 
 
 

We  Christians  should  bear in  mind that  we  cannot  be  heard  and 

listened to by God if we do not harbor feelings of love for our brothers and 

sisters who are in need. We are taught to love one another and live as one 

family, especially to those who are in difficulty and are in need. As stated in 

Matthew Chapter 25:31-46 when you and I helped the poor, the sick, the 

homeless and the troubled, you are helping Jesus personally. In doing so, 

we imitate with a humble heart what Jesus did when He was living among 

us. He loved the poor, the sick, He fed the people. He showed His love for 

sinners by forgiving them. Let us open our eyes and see how we can be 

compassionate to our neighbors, your love for God can be measured by the 

charity you have for your neighbor. We do believe that miracles happen in 

our life when people are willing to offer simple gifts for the good of others. 

 
 
 
 

In the Matamba Parish, where I am the Father in charge of the orphan 

children and the Director of St. Monica's School, we have over 3000 

orphan children in the different villages. These children have lost both 

parents. The lucky orphans are living with their grandparents, even though 
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they  are  living  below  the  poverty  line  of  $430  as  an income  for  a year. 

(        Some   of  the   orphans   are   living   in  the   streets,   without   any   support. 
 

Sometimes they only  have  one  meal  a day.  The orphan children have no 

opportunity to  get  an education.  Therefore, we call for your prayers and 

financial assistance  to buy food, school uniforms,  shoes and medication. 

 
 
 
 

Besides  that, in our St. Monica's  School, we have 340 pupils  who live 

at school and are fed three meals  a day. These children  are so blessed.  The 

goal of our school  is to have all children  be able to stay in the dormitories 

has been realized.  We have separate dormitories  for the girls and boys. The 

children are very comfortable  in their dormitories. 

 
 
 
 

The things  that  are currently  in need of at our school  are: food,  corn 

milling   machine  which   will  reduce  day  to  day  operating   costs  for  the 

school,  fence  for the  school  in order to protect  the children  and the  school 

property  and sponsoring  some of the orphan pupils in our school. 

 
 
 
 

At  St. Monica's  school,  these  orphans  are provided  with a home  and 

the school at the same time. A home in which they are loved, fed, sheltered 

and clothed. Their medical needs are met. They are completely cared for! 
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On behalf  of the parishioners  of the Matamba  and community  of St. 

( 
Monica's   school.  I am  honored  and  humbled   to  say  a heartfelt  THANK 

YOU  to  St. John’s  Lutheran  Church,  the  Matamba  Mission  committee  

and other friends   from  Annandale   area  for  their  donations.   This  is  

deeply  appreciated.  Our school and parish in general has truly been blessed. 
 
 
 
 
 

You   have    been   sponsoring    high   school    students    at   Itamba 

Secondary  school  and  sponsoring  some  of  orphan  pupils  at  St. Monica's 

School.  This  generosity  is highly appreciated  and you make the difference 

in the future  life of the  children.  In addition,  you have  been helping  us  in 

buying food, school  uniforms,  school supplies  and shoes for the children  in 

our school and in many other Mission churches around Matamba. 

 
 
 
 

Last but not  least  we thank  you very  much  for supporting  the water 

project  in our school.  The water  is gravity  fed  from  the mountain  springs 

that are 3 miles away. 

 
 
 
 

Before  we were  facing the great problem  of having  running  water  in 

our school and so sometimes  the kids had to spend a lot of time looking for 

water  from  the  streams.  However, through  your  generous  support  to  the 

project, the staff and the kids are happy and enjoy being at our school. 
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Really   we  have   noticed   that   you   love   others   without   expecting 
 

( 

something  in return  regardless  of the  distance  between  us. We  thank  you 
 

very much for being extremely generous  to us. 
 
 
 
 
 

This  year on September  2nd  we will  have the third graduation  for the 7th  
 
grade at St. Monica’s School.  42 pupils will be graduating.  You are most  
 
welcome to attend the Graduation Ceremony.             
 
 ~ 

 

 
 

• I want to thank Terry Jensen and Mona Volden for being the bridge 

between us. 

• Be assured  of our daily prayers  for each and every one of you. 
 

• Thank you very much for your attention,  faith and generosity  to our 

needs. 

 
 
 
 

May God Bless you now and always! 


